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PACIFIC SCHOOL 


For ten years the 170 million Christians in 
lurches related to the World Council of 
nurches and the International Missionary 
buncil have had a channel for making their 
hristian convictions known in the field of in- 
national affairs. 

The jointly sponsored Commission of the 
urches on International Affairs was founded 
Cambridge, England, in 1946, at a conference 
aired by John Foster Dulles, with Dr. Walter 
n Kirk and Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft acting as 
retaries. Professor Baron F. M. van Asbeck 
the Netherlands was elected president of the 
Pw Commission; Sir Kenneth Grubb of Eng- 
nd became its chairman, and Dr. O. Frederick 
olde its director. CCIA officers also include 
r. Richard M. Fagley, executive 
cretary; Dr. Elfan Rees, represen- 
tive in Europe; Rev. E. Philip 
astman, secretary (London); and 
ev. A. Dominique Micheli, secre- 

(New York). 

There is a network of national 
bmmissions in twenty countries 
d some 350 “correspondents” in 
ef seventy countries. The Commis- 
on has offices in Geneva, London 
nd New York, but staff members 
re more apt to be found in the 
‘ouble spots of the world—wher- 
ver those may be on that day— 
van in their offices. 
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CCIA representatives listen to the voice of 
the churches on such matters as the Christian 
will toward peace and practical plans for imple- 
menting that concern; the right of the refugee 
to a decently secure future; the necessity for 
safeguarding religious liberty everywhere in the 
world. 

(Continued on page 4) 


American churchmen leaving New York (1946) 
to attend the constituting meeting of the CCIA, 
which this year (1956) celebrates its tenth anni- 
versary. Left to right: (back row) John Foster 


Dulles, Bishop James C. Baker and Dr. John W. 
Decker. (Front row) Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Dr. 
Ralph E. Diffendorfer, Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, 
Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam, Wesley Rennie and Dr. John R. Cunningham. 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


The Greek Archdiocese of North and South 
America has announced the establishment of the 
“Greek Orthodox Holy Cross Missionary So- 
ciety,” for the dissemination of information on 
Eastern Christianity and the advancement of 
Orthodox Christianity throughout Asia and 
Africa. 


Norway: Unrestricted clergy rights have been 
given to the women of Norway through the 
abolition by parliament of the law which made 
the appointment of a woman to the ministry de- 
pendent on the approval of the parish. The par- 
liament’s decision was taken against the advice 
of the two theological faculties and seven of the 
nine bishops. One bishop said this decision 
would hasten the separation of church and state. 
Parliament requested further examination of 
the possibility of giving the church a greater 
say in the appointment of pastors. At present, 
the parish council and the bishops have the right 
to nominate but the government is free to ap- 
point the minister from among the applicants. 
The government's reason for asking parliament 
to abolish the 1938 law was that it wanted to 
ratify the U.N. Convention on Human Rights, 
with its clause on equality between man and 
woman. 


LEBANON: 62 church delegates attending the 
Beirut Conference, sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council, issued a statement emphasizing 
that governments in the area must take the ini- 
tiative in settling the problems of the Middle 
East. It is not for governments outside the area 
whether Western or Communist “to seek now 
to impose a solution, still less to impede one” 
the statement of the Beirut Conference said. 


COLOMBIA: Protestant Churches of Colombia 
are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of evangelical work, marked by the 
arrival, in 1856, of the Rev. Henry B. Pratt, of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. There are 
now over 20 missionary societies represented, 
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EcypT: The Ministry of Education sent a “St 
emn warning” to all Protestant and Xe 
Catholic missionary schools in Egypt to obe 
new law requiring them to teach the Islamic 
ligion to their Moslem students, or face 
cation. The ultimatum is for 1957. 


WALES: The long-established “Council for 
tual Understanding and Cooperation betwe 
Christian Communions in Wales,” a product 
“Stockholm 1925” and “Lausanne 1927,” J 
been publicly and officially constituted as th 
Council of Churches for Wales (Cyngor Eglwy 
Cymru). 


ROUMANIA: Since 1948 there has been a the 
logical institute with university status at Cl 
accordance with the educational laws of the Rt 
manian People’s Republic. Part of this institt 
has now moved to Sibiu. The institute is 
the joint ownership of the Hungarian Reform 
Church, the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
German and Hungarian languages, and of t 
Hungarian Unitarian Church. | 


DENMARK: The Danish Ministry of Church & 
fairs has authorized admission of members 
the Church of England and the Church of Sc« 
land to its services of Holy Communion. 


GERMANY: “A Call to Consider the Traf 
Problem” is the title of a competition announce 
in Das Diakonische Werk. Prizes are offered £ 
essays on the religious and ethical problems i 
volved in road safety. The competition is op; 
to theologians, jurists, doctors, social worke 
and “mere road users whose lives are endd 
gered,” 


INDONESIA: 150 delegates from thirty chun 
bodies, representing a membership of 2,672,0 
Protestants, will convene in Djakarta, July 84 
for the third Assembly of the Indonesian Cou 
cil of Churches. The constitutional purpose 
this body is to effect a united Church in Inc 
nesia. While working towards that end, 1 
council, through commissions and committe 
setves the entire Christian community. 


three New Staff Members 
or Rapid Social Change Study 


“The World Council of Churches’ study on 
Phristian Responsibility in Areas of Rapid So- 
Change, undertaken by the Department of 

hurch and Society, Division of Studies, aided 
y a grant of $100,000 from John D. Rocke- 
eller, Jr., has announced the appointment of 
ree new staff members: 

~The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, a priest of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, U.S.A., will be a 
pecial assistant for the study on rapid social 
mange with headquarters in Geneva, Switzer- 
and. 

M. M. Thomas, a layman of the Mar Thoma 
yrian Church of Malabar and editorial secre- 
ary of the Committee for Literature and Social 
oncerns, National Christian Council of India, 
ill be staff consultant for the study in Asia, 
nd will also serve as executive secretary for a 
elated study program organized by the National 
bristian Council of India. 

Dr. John Karefa-Smart, of Sierra Leone, for 
e past four years West African area officer for 


Merging! 


The 168th General Assembly of the Presby- 
‘erian Church in the U.S.A. has voted unani- 
ously to merge with the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America. The “plan of union” 

ow goes to the church’s 256 presbyteries. Two- 
thirds of these must approve. The merged 
church will have about 3,000,000 members. It 

ill include more than 10,000 congregations and 
11,000 ordained ministers. 

The million-member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELC) voted on June 23rd to apply for 
immediate membership in the World Council 
lof Churches. The action was taken during the 
body’s 22nd general convention, opening the 
way for the ELC’s 1960 merger with the Ameri- 

an Lutheran Church and the United Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. The proposed “Articles of 
Union” for the new church contained a section 
requiring it to “apply for membership in the 
World Council of Churches at its constituting 
convention.” 


os 


The Rey. Paul Abrecht (left), executive secretary 
of the Department of Church and Society, Division 
of Studies, World Council of Churches; the Rev. 
Daisuke Kitagawa; and Dr. John Karefa-Smart 
at Geneva World Council of Churches head- 
quarters. 


the World Health Organization, is staff con- 
sultant for the study in Africa south of the Sa- 
hara. He will spend most of the next 18 months 
in Africa. 

Asia, Africa and Latin America are areas 
where the study is already under way, according 
to the Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary 
of the Department of Church and Society. He 
mentions Japan, India, Indonesia, the Middle 
East, the Gold Coast, Northern Rhodesia, the 
Union of South Africa, and Brazil as places in 
which the study is being conducted. 


The Congregational Christian Churches will 
merge with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church on June 25, 1957 at Cleveland, Ohio. 
Final approval was given to the merger this 


summer, 
e 


AUSTRALIA: Merger of the Methodist, Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian Churches in Aus- 
tralia’s Northern Territory has resulted in the 
formation of a new body called the United 
Church of North Australia. Union of the three 
church groups has been in effect for some time 


at Datwin. . 


MEXICO: Congregationalists, Disciples of Christ, 
and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church sent representatives to a meeting in 
Guadalajara, called the “First Congress of Prot- 
estant Churches.” 
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ECUMENICAL 
CONVERSATIONS 


The cover design of material for the North Ameri- 
can Faith and Order Study Conference (Oberlin, 
Sept. 3-10, 1957) is symbolic of the unity of Chris- 
tians in loyalty to the Cross and at the same time 
of their diversity in expressing that loyalty. Crosses 
shown are: Latin, St. Andrew's, Tau, Celtic, An- 
chor, Maltese, Floriated, Orthodox, Crusader’s. 
Flyer free on request (stamps for handling appre- 
ciated!) Ecumenical Conversations study outlines, 
50¢. 


NEW! 


A Layman’s Guide for Ecumenicity by 
Douglass Orr is a useful handbook either for th 
newly interested in the ecumenical movement 
for persons wanting an “ecumenical refreshe 
An authentic but not awesome approach, 
reading list, charts, index. First rate for grou 


operation to its logical ecumenical outreach. Ded 
cated to the author’s brother, the late Harlan P, 
Douglass, for many years editor of Christe 
100 pp. 75¢ from the WCC-NYC. 
° 

Three International Missionary 
search Pamphlets are now available: 
African Marriage, by Thomas Price 


The Christian Church and Islam in West Afric 
by J. Spencer Trimingham 

Towards a Theology of Mission, by 
Andersen 


(Friendship Press, 50¢ 


if 

Z| 
Council Ré 

| 

: 


each. ) 
° 

For summer camps, schools, or just children e 
ecumenical-minded families: a generous packet « 
things to read, Includes beautiful col 
transparency of the Oikoumene seal to make f 


50¢ from WCE 


cut, do. 


your church or home window. 


NYC, 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-month! 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen« 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fift 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thoma 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. Tif 
Council unites 164 Anglican, Orthodox an 
Protestant communions in 47 countries. Neith 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Church! 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its column 
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ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 
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YEAR WITNESS 
(Continued from page 1) 


When the voice of the churches, through offi- 
denominational or interdenominational 
ements, becomes clear 
a given point, the CCIA 
lertakes to present their 
nt of view in the halls 
offices of the United 
ions or the capitals of 
world. : 


and in some of its im- Dr. Richard M. 
ant aspects largely con- Fagley, Executive 
ial. The staff badge of Secretary, CCIA. 
is a discreet briefcase, not a spotlight. Its 
ers walk with the great, but humility and a 
lingness to be of service—and utterly de- 
dable—are as necessary assets as keen ana- 
cal minds and thorough knowledge of a tre- 
ndous field. The fact that many of the best 
ies the staff could tell are “strictly confiden- 
” means that the Commission is not nearly 
well known even in the churches as the im- 
ance of what they do warrants. 

any opportunities for “face-to-face encoun- 
take place in the halls of the United Na- 
as, where staff members of the CCIA are 
hiliar and trusted figures, ready to give dele- 
es, on request, full documentation as to the 
sition of the churches concerning a given 
tter. 

Mt is often pointed out that the work of the 
VIA is better known and more fully appreci- 
d by international statesmen than it is by 
st of the church members whose spokesman 


\Each year the Commission of the Churches on 
‘ernational Affairs prepares a memorandum 
the United Nations agenda, indicating in 
hich items the churches may be especially in- 
tested, listing pertinent actions which have 
yen taken by denominational or interdenomi- 
(tional church bodies, and giving the CCIA’s 
iggestions as to action in cases where a definite 
iistian attitude is clearly indicated. 


Helping To Hold 
the World Together 


This was the introduction to the Pentecost 
program on the Connecticut Council of 
Churches “Good Word” T-V series: 


“GUEST DEMONSTRATES LIGHTED BLOWTORCH 
MELTING STICK OF SOLDER 


“GUEST: A blowtorch is a useful tool. By a skill- 
ful blending of fuel, flame and air, a hot flame 
1s produced. This hot flame melts the solder. 
This solder in turn welds pieces of metal to- 
gether forming useful implements. 


“The Christian Church, on the day it was born, 
felt the touch of wind and fire. It is about this 
birthday of the Church that today’s program is 


concerned.” 


So now the World Council should be like 
solder. Interesting “Faith and Order” implica- 
tions in that simile! Thank you, authors Charles 
Rodrigues and Harold Keir. 


Readers may also be interested to know that 
Bishop Sherrill’s reading of the Pentecost mes- 
sage was heard on over a hundred radio stations, 
including a major network program. 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches and Dr. O. Frederick 
Nolde, Director, Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, at the UN Headquarters. 


Commemorating the CCIA’s tenth anniversary, 
a special issue of the Ecumenical Review will 
carry material on the Church and international af- 
fairs, with thirty-nine articles by such top “names” 
as Dag Hammarskjold, Ralph Bunche, Max Huber, 
and David Owen. Copies from WCC, N.Y.C., 
special 50¢. 
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GERMANY'S KIRCHENTAG 


The seventh German Evangelical Kirchentag 
will be held at Frankfurt-am-Main, August 8 
to 12, the theme: “Be Reconciled with God.” 

Speakers include Dr. Reinold von Thadden- 
Trieglaff, president of the Kirchentag; Pastor 
Martin Niemoller, who will lead Bible study 
in English for foreign visitors; Bishop Stephen 
Neill; Bishop Otto Dibelius; Dr. W. A. Visser 
’t Hooft; and Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon. 

Half a million people are expected to attend 
the Sunday afternoon meeting, including thou- 
sands of guests from abroad and from the East 
Zone. Visas and transport have been promised 
East Zone residents. 

There will be meetings of church organiza- 
tions, a brass-band festival, a “Children’s Kirch- 
entag,” a “Youth Rally,” and an “Ecumenical In- 
formation Hour.” 

Dr. von Thadden explained that the Kirch- 
entag has nothing to do with national or inter- 
national tendencies or with political or ideo- 
logical differences; that the Kirchentag had 
proved that the Church is the only pan-German 
organization today “which has not yet been di- 
vided by political frontiers.” 


e 
SUMMER MEETINGS 


July 20-23 IMC-WCC Joint Committee, 
Herrenalb, Germany 

July 22-25  CCIA Executive, Herrenalb 
(10th Anniversary, Aug. 6) 

July 26-28 WCC Executive Committee 
Vienna, Austria 

July 28-August 5 WCC Central Committee 
Matrahaza, Hungary 

August 6-8 National Councils Secretaries 
Frankfurt, Germany 


Eight Russian clergymen paid a 12-day visit 
to the United States in June resuming con- 
versations with American churchmen begun in 
Moscow earlier this year. The deputation was 
led by Metropolitan Nikolai, second ranking 
primate of the Russian Orthodox Church; it also 
represented the Lutherans of Estonia and Lat- 
via, the Armenian Orthodox and the Evangelical 
Christian Baptists. It is the most representative 
group of Russian clergymen ever to come to the 
US.A. 
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Walter Van Kirk Dies 


The Rev. Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, 
Vernon, N.Y., prominent church leader in 
national affairs, died suddenly of a heart 
Friday, July 6. He was scheduled to fly on 
day to Europe to attend the meeting | 
Commission of the Churches on Interns 
Affairs and other ecumenical gathering 
Van Kirk was for many years head of th 
partment of International Justice and 
of the Federal Council of Churches and k 
the Department of International Affairs | 
National Council of Churches. He was ¢ 
the American “Christian statesmen” who 
to establish the Commission of the Churck 
International Affairs at Cambridge in 19¢ 
page 1). 


The Youth Commission of the National Chu 
Council of Japan celebrated Youth Week 


20-27; poster bore the theme “One in Chris 
| aay 
ARH ale 


in Witness.” 
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